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November 18, 1904 



HONDURAS. 

Report from Ceiha, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Robertson reports as follows for part of 
the week ended November 5, 1904: Present officially estimated popula- 
tion, about 4,000; no deaths; prevailing diseases, malarial; general 
sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country during the 
week, good. Station closed October 31, 1904. Passenger certificates 
not issued for steamship Katie, owing to having closed the station at 
the time. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels: 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


Pieces of 

baggage 

disinfected. 


Oct. 31 




24 
20 

28 


6 
2 
9 










31 







31 




o 









Re-port from Puerto Cortes, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carter reports as follows for the week 
ended November 1, 1904: Population according to census of 1903, 
2,125; present officially estimated population, 2,125; no deaths; pre- 
vailing diseases, malarial fever, mild form, and intestinal diseases; 
feneral sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
uring the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels: 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


Pieces of 

baggage 

disinfected. 


Oct. 27 




41 
17 
20 
15 


9 
4 

1 


13 








28 







31 


Helen 





31 














INDIA. 



MorPuary statistics, Bombay Presidency, 1893-1903 — Cholera and 

smallpox. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Edward H. Hume reports, October 13 and 
19, as follows: 
Population of the Presidency (1901), 18,481,362. 

Statement of deaths recorded since 189S. 



1893 511,831 

1894 607,179 

1895 538,540 

1896 596,472 

1897 749,916 

1898 548,825 



1899 672,269 

1900 1,318,783 

1901 686,134 

1902 721,462 

1903 811 525 

1893-1902" (decennial* mean) . . 695* 141 
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Thus, the deaths during 1903 numbered 90,063 more than in 1902, and 
116,384 more than the decennial mean for the years 1893-1902. Of 
the total deaths no less than 281,269, or 34.66 per cent, were due to 



plague. 
1902. 



The death rate per mille was 43.91, as against 39.04 during 



Deaths by province and district. 



Province. 



Population. 



Deaths in 
1903. 



Rate per 
mille. 



Propor- 
tion 
due to 
plague. 



Western. 
Central . 
Southern 
Jujarat. . 
Sind .... 



4,418,968 
4,860,411 
3,294,691 
2,701,211 
3, 205, 881 



192, 649 
217,255 
207, 903 
124,652 
69, 066 



43.60 
44.70 
63.10 
46.15 
21.54 



Per cent. 
11.50 

18.39 
32. 85 
11.16 



The highest death rate was 74.53 per mille in the Belgaum district 
of the southern province, and the lowest, 29.38 per mille in the Kolaba 
district of the western province. Two lower rates, 17.95 and 15.19, 
recorded in two districts of Sind, point to defective registration. As 
reported in the previous study, the death rates exceeded the birth rates 
in all but six of the twenty-five districts of the presidency. In Bom- 
bay city the death rate was 65.99 per mille, and the birth rate 21.19, 
an excess of 44.80 in favor of the former. 

Deaths by ages. 

Among children under 5 years of age, there were 220,404 deaths, 
giving the high death rate of 97.04 per mille of the population under 
5 years, while these deaths formed 27. 16 per cent of the total deaths. 
"The mortality of infants was excessive for the whole presidency in 
both sexes, viz, 219.57 and 206.70 per 1,000 births, respectively, and 
may be ascribed in great measure to bad sanitary arrangements and 
those special agencies which destroy infant life and which vary in dif- 
ferent localities. Some of the principal causes are improper and 
insufficient food, bad management, use of opiates, neglect, early mar- 
riages, and debility of mothers. The widespread influence of plague 
struck severely at both mothers and infants." The highest figures for 
the districts are 301.09 male and 288.97 female deaths per 1,000 births, 
while in Bombay city the figures were 547.48 and 527.57, respectively. 

Deaths by sexes\ 

The rate per mille of males dying to males living was 43.42, and of 
females dying to females living was 44.43. In 1902 these ratios were 
38.77 and 39.32, respectively. For every 100 female deaths there 
were 104.03 of males, but these proportions vary considerably, as in 
Bombay City the ratio of male to female deaths was as 133.79 to 100; 
in Karachi district the ratio was 120.27, and in Nasik district 105.72. 

The actual number of male deaths was 413,783 in a male population 
of 9,529,472, and of female deaths 397,742 in a female population of 
8,951,890. The mortality of females at the child-bearing ages was 
excessive, particularly so in the Belgaum and Bharwar districts, which 
were so severely smitten by plague. 
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Deaths by causes. 

The appended table shows the deaths in 1903, arranged according 
to causes, in contrast with the figures for 1902 and the mean of the 
preceding five years: 

Table showing causes of deaths, Bombay Presidency, 1898 to 1903. 



Causes of deaths. 



Mean for 5 years, 
1898 to 1902. 



Number. «' 



Number. K ^ per 



1903. 



Number. R f j°P er 



Cholera 

Smallpox 

Plague 

Fevers .' 

Dysentery and diarrhea 

Respiratory diseases 

Injuries ] 7,367 

Other causes I 229, 452 



38,733 

4,239 

105,799 

310,175 

93,730 



2.07 

.23 

5.66 

16.60 

5.02 



.39 

12.28 



3,229 

2,189 

184,752 

270, 845 

58,682 

59,379 

7,434 

134. 952 



0.17 
.12 
10.00 
14.66 
3.17 
3.21 
.40 
7.30 



1,825 

2,732 

281,269 

259, 704 

55,443 

59,349 

6,693 

144,510 



0.09 

.15 

15.22 

14.05 

3.00 

3.21 

.37 

7.82 



All causes 789,495 



721, 462 



39.04 



811, 525 



43.91 



Further detail regarding the chief causes will be found later. 

Deaths by months. 

The maximum mortality occurred in January (92,785), and tbe low- 
est in June (38,803). In 1902 the maximum and minimum occurred in 
December and June, respectively. 

Urban versus rural death rates. 

The urban death rate was 59.87 per mille, as against 41.51 per mille 
the rural rate. In 1902 the rates were 60.22 and 35.85. Only in 6 
out of 25 districts were the rural death rates in excess of the urban. In 
more than 40 per cent of rural registration circles the mortality rose 
above 40 per mille. In the towns, however, the rate Was far higher, 
18 towns showing death rates of over 60 per mille and 11 over 70 per 
mille. In the towns of Athni (in Belgaum district), and of Raneben- 
nur (in Dharwar district), the figures rose to 138.83 and 123.90 per 
mille, respectively. The mortality in these towns was very severe from 
plague. In Athni out of a total of 1,542 deaths, 1,165 were caused by 
plague, while in Ranebennur the total deaths were 1,840, of which 
1,379 were due to plague. Most of the large towns were severely 
affected by plague mortality. 

Ratio of deaths according to age, Bombay Presidency. 



Age. 



Ratio per 1,000 
living. 



Male. 



Female. 



Under 1 year 

Between 1 and 5 years . . 
Between 5 and 10 years . 
Between 10 and 15 years 
Between 15 and 20 years 
Between 20 and 30 years 
Between 30 and 40 years 
Between 40 and 50 years 
Between 50 and 60 years 
€0 years and upward 



316. 75 
53. 29 
21.95 
23. 52 
28.55 
29.50 
33.14 
42.96 
60.98 

114.14 



283.68 
51.26 
24.95 
30.23 
32.47 
30.26 
33.29 
37.94 
55.06 

112.10 
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The greater mortality of females during the child-bearing age is 
evident at a glance. 

Cholera in the Bombay Presidency, 1903. 

Population of the Presidency (1901), 18,481,362. 
Deaths from cholera each year since 1883. 



1883 37,954 

1884 13,804 

1885 37,287 

1886 167 

1887 25,711 

1888 36,500 

1889 32,431 

1890 3,259 

1891 17,850 

1892 42,900 

1893 18,853 



1894 33,588 

1895 8,890 

1896 35,404 

1897 57,109 

1898 4,368 

1899 8,579 

1900 163,889 

1901 13,600 

1902 3,229 

1903 1,825 

Mean of 20 years, to 1902 29,768 



The record shows that cholera is indeed endemic in the Presidency, 
lighting up into epidemics lasting generally three years. If the 
deaths are multiplied by 2, on the assumption of the general cholera 
mortality being 50 per cent, some idea may be formed of the terrible 
amount of sickness and suffering caused by this disease. During 1903 
the disease was practically confined to the province of Sind, where 
there was a distinct but slight epidemic. In 1902 as well the epidemic 
was in the same province. Outside of this province, in which 96 per 
cent of the cholera mortality for 1900 occurred, there were but 9 out 
of the remaining provincial districts in which any cholera deaths 
occurred. In these same places were found the foci of the disease in 
1902. 

Monthly mortality from cholera, 1903. 

During the first four months of 1903 there were but 6 deaths in the 
entire Presidency — 5 in Bombay city and 1 in the town of Broach. 
From May to October cholera was active in Sind Province, being at 
its height during the terrific heat of June, July, and August, when 
1,141 persons died; 65.12 per cent of the total mortality occurred at 
this time. 

Seasonal mortality from cholera. 

There is a distinct relation between cholera and seasons. In the 
rainless province of Sind the seasons differ from others in the Presi- 
dency in their excessively high temperatures in the hot months and the 
very great alternations in the cold. The air is very dry. The maxi- 
mum mortality occurred during these hottest months in both 1902 and 
1903. 

Urban versus rural mortality from cholera, 1903. 

Out of 220 rural circles in the Presidency, 28 or 12.73 per cent were 
attacked, as against 34 or 15.45 per cent last year. Of 56 town circles, 
10 were affected, as against 8 last year. In the towns of Belgaum, 
Ahmadnagar, Bijapur, and Broach, each the chief town of a provin- 
cial district, there was 1 death apiece. In Poona City there were 2 
deaths, and in Bombay City only 17. In four towns in Sind the mor- 
tality was marked, averaging 2.64 per mille. 



